
 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR SERVICE AGREEMENT 

 

 
THIS INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT (hereinafter, this 

"Agreement"), entered into this 16h day of November 2022 by and between the TOWN OF  
KNIGHTDALE, a North Carolina municipal corporation (hereinafter, the "Town") and 

TRIANGLE ENTREPRENEURIAL LEADERSHIP, LLC (hereinafter "Contractor"). 

 
WHEREAS, Town desires to contract for Economic Development and Strategic Planning 

services for the Town; and 

 

WHEREAS, Contractor desires to provide such services and submitted its proposed Scope of 

Services and Strategic Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference; 
and . 

 
WHEREAS, Town selected Contractor pursuant to the laws of the State of North Carolina, and 

Town and Contractor intend for this Contract to set forth the terms of their relationship including 

costs, payments, and the manner in which services are to be rendered. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and obligations herein set forth, 

the sufficiency and adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties, and their respective 

successors, assigns, executors, administrators and legal representatives, hereby agree as follows:  

 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 
This Contract is for the production of an Economic Development Strategic Plan and related 

services set forth and described in the attached Exhibit A. 

 
 

Agreement Terms 

 

1. Compensation Amount and Terms: The Contractor shall provide the services as set forth in 

the Attached Exhibit A in consideration for payment of no more than $25,000, for a period of 

July, 2022 through June 30, 2023.  Contractor will be paid the sum of $150 per hour for 

Contractor's work for the Town and will provide monthly invoices that include the number of 

hours worked, a description of the services sufficient for the Town staff to determine what 

Contractor has done on the Town's behalf, the total number of hours worked that month pursuant 

to the Contract and a total amount due for that month's work If Contractor total payments and 

invoices reaches the maximum sum of $25,000, Contractor shall immediately notify the Town 

Manager and shall cease all work on behalf of the Town until such time as any Addendum to this 

Agreement is agreed to and executed. 

 

2. Expense Allocation:  Town and Contractor agree that, as part of Contractor’s duties, 

Contractor is responsible for the Launch Knightdale program as set forth in Exhibit A attached 

hereto.  Town and Contractor further agree that Town shall pay to Contractor the sum of seven 

thousand, five hundred dollars ($7,500) as full payment for all expenses associated with this 

Agreement, specifically including the Launch Knightdale program.  This payment will be 

presented to Contractor in the form of a Town check within ten (10) days of the date this 

Agreement is fully executed by the Parties.  Town and Contractor specifically agree that this 

amount is intended to cover all expenses associated with this Agreement and that Contractor is 

not entitled to reimbursement for additional expenses, nor is Contractor required to or liable for 

an accounting of the expenses.   

 

 

 



 
3. Conflict Between Contract and Exhibits: Should any term of the attached Exhibit A 

conflict with the terms contained in this Agreement, the terms of this Agreement shall control 

and supersede those terms of Exhibit A. 
 

4. Warranties: The Contractor warrants to the Town that Contractor will perform the services 

set out in Exhibit A in a good and workmanlike manner and that it knows and will comply with 

all applicable laws, regulations and standard practices relating to these Services and has the 

expertise necessary to properly perform the obligations undertaken by this Agreement. 

 

5. Independent Contractor: The Contractor, and its employees and subcontractors, shall 

perform the Services herein as Independent Contractors and are not entitled to and shall not 

receive employee benefits of any kind. This Agreement will not be construed in any way to be a 

joint venture, partnership or employer-employee relationship. The Contractor shall provide the 

Town any licenses, including a business license, or certifications required by federal, state or 

local law as well as copies of any amendments or renewals thereof The Contractor shall give the 

Town at least thirty (30) days written notice prior to any cancellation, modification or non-

renewal of any license and/or certification required by federal, state or local law. 

 
6. Taxes: The Contractor further understands and agrees that it is responsible for the payment 

of all state and federal income taxes due and owing from the payment of the amount(s) due 

under this Contract. 

 

7. Assignment and Governing Law: Neither party may assign, transfer or delegate any of the 

rights or obligations herein without the prior written consent of the other party. This Agreement 

shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of North Carolina 

and the venue for any litigation arising out of this Agreement shall be Wake County, North 

Carolina. 

 
8. Release and Indemnity. The Contractor hereby releases and forever discharges the Town, its 

officers, agents and employees, from any and all claims, demands, expenses, costs and liabilities 

of any kind or nature directly or indirectly related to any personal injury and/or property damage 

arising out of the performance of the Service, except those claims that result from the sole 

negligence of the Town or a Town employee acting within the scope of the employment. The 

Contractor shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the Town, its agents and employees from 

and against any and all claims, demands expenses, costs and liabilities of any kind or nature, 

directly or indirectly caused by, arising out of, or related to the intentional, negligent or reckless 

acts or omissions of the Contractor, and its agents or employees, in the performance of these 

services. 

 

9. Insurance. During the performance of the Service described herein, the Contractor shall:  

 
(1) Maintain a Commercial General Liability insurance policy, with the Town named as an 

additional insured, to insure the Contractor and the Town against any and all injuries to third 

parties, including personal injury and property, and special and consequential damages, 

resulting from any negligent action, omission or operation by the Contractor or in connection 

with the services described herein. The insurance shall also include coverage for explosion, 

collapse, and underground hazards, where required. This insurance shall provide bodily injury 

and property damage limits of not less than $1,000,000 for each occurrence, respectively, and 

shall provide at least $5,000 in Medical Expenses (Med Pay) coverage. The minimum liability 

coverage required may be increased depending on the nature of the services provided. 

 
2 



(2) If this Agreement is for a design, engineering or consulting Service, maintain Professional 

Liability insurance of at least $1,000,000.00 per incident, with the Town named as an additional 

insured. 

 

(3) Maintain owned, non-owned, and hired Automobile Liability insurance, including property 

damage insurance, covering all owned, non-owned, borrowed, leased, or rented vehicles operated 

by the Contractor in furtherance of these services. In addition, all mobile equipment used by the 

Contractor in connection with the contract work, will be insured under either a standard 

Automobile Liability policy, or a Commercial General Liability policy. This insurance shall 

provide bodily injury and property damages limits of not less than $1,000,000 combined single 

limit/each accident. All such policies in this paragraph (3) shall name the Town as an additional 

insured. 

 

(4) Maintain Workers' Compensation insurance as required by North Carolina law and indemnify 

the Town and hold the Town harmless for any and all Workers' Compensation claims associated 

or arising out of the work performed under this Contract. 

 
(5) Return with this agreement, before beginning the Service, an original, signed Certificate of 

Insurance, evidencing all such insurance required herein, naming the Town as an additional 

insured and stating that the coverage is primary to any other coverage the Town may possess. 

The Contractor shall furnish the Town immediate written notice of any changes or cancellation 

of any such policy. The failure of the Contractor to deliver a new and valid certificate will result 

in suspension of all payments until the new certificate is furnished to the Town's Risk Manager. 

Insurance coverage required in these specifications shall be in force throughout the Term. 

Municipal Exclusions, if any, for General Liability coverage shall be deleted. 

 
Should Contractor fail to immediately provide acceptable evidence of current insurance at any 

time during the Term, the Town shall have the absolute right to terminate the Contract without 

any further obligation to the Contractor, and the Contractor shall be liable to the Town for all 

available remedies, in equity and at law. 

 
(6) The Contractor will secure evidence of all insurance policies of its subcontractors which shall 

be made available to the Town on demand. The Contractor shall require its subcontractors to 

name the Contractor and the Town as additional insured parties on the subcontractor's general 

and automobile liability insurance policies. The Contractor shall be as fully responsible to the 

Town for the acts and omissions of its subcontractors and of persons employed by them as it is 

for the acts and omissions of persons directly employed by it. 

 
(7) Contractual and other Liability insurance provided under this Contract shall not contain a 

supervision inspection or engineering services exclusion that would preclude the Town from 

supervising and/or inspecting the project as to the end result. 

 

10. Termination. Agreement may be terminated by either party for convenience with no less 

than sixty calendar days' notice. In the event of termination, the Contractor will be paid for all 

Services properly rendered to the date of termination and shall promptly discontinue all Services  
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affected (unless a termination notice from the Town directs otherwise). In the event of any 

termination, the Contractor will be paid for all Services properly rendered to the date of 

termination and she shall (i) promptly discontinue all Services affected (unless a termination 

notice from the Town directs otherwise); and (ii) deliver to the Town all documents, data, 

reports, estimates, summaries, and such other information and materials as may have been 

accumulated by the Contractor in performing the Services herein. Other than being paid for 

Services properly rendered to the date of termination, Contractor hereby waives any and all other 

claims for lost profits, lost opportunity, and for any and all other direct, indirect special and 

consequential damages. In the event that the Town terminates this Agreement due to the 

Contractor's poor workmanship, failure to perform the Service set out herein or, otherwise, for 

breach of the Agreement, or in the event that the Contractor terminates this agreement for 

convenience or otherwise, the Town may pursue and recover all remedies available at law or in 

equity, as these remedies are cumulative and do not exclude each other. 

 

11. Reuse of Documents. All documents, including drawings, specifications, supporting 

calculations, computer software, etc., prepared by the Contractor pursuant to this Agreement are 

instruments of service with respect to this Agreement and Contractor shall provide at least one 

copy of each to Town upon Town's request. The reuse of these documents by the Town or by 

others authorized by the Town, whether in this project or any other project, entitles the 

Contractor to no additional compensation. The Town reserves the right to require the Contractor 

to submit copies to the Town of any Service information and documentation during and after the 

completion of the Service with the Contactors compensation being limited to the direct printing 
and copying expense and/or direct expenses to copy and supply computer information on a 
diskette. The Contractors indemnity, release and warranty are limited to the use contemplated in 

this Agreement and Contractor shall not be liable to the Town or any third party for any claim 

arising out of the use of the Contractors documents apart from this Agreement. 

 
12. Notices. Any notice or other communication herein shall be in writing and shall be sent 

via a method permitting confirmed receipt (such as registered U.S. mail or an overnight 

courier service such as Federal Express). All notices shall be confirmed by facsimile 

transmission. All notices shall be deemed given when deposited, postage prepaid, in the 

United States mail or to the overnight courier service, addressed as set forth below, or to such 

other address as any one party shall advise the other in writing: 
 

If to the Town: 

 
Name: Mark 

Stephens 

If to the Contractor: 

 
Name: Ryan Ray 

 

Position: Finance Director 

 

Address: Town of Knightdale 

950 Steeple Square Ct. 

Knightdale, NC 27545 

Position: Owner 

 

Address: ryanraylife@gmail.com 
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13. Severability. If any provision of this Agreement is held to be void, invalid, illegal or 

unenforceable under any law or regulation, such void, invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision 

shall be deemed stricken, and all remaining provisions shall continue to be valid and binding 

upon the Town and the Contractor and this Agreement shall be considered as if such void, 

invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision had never been including herein. 

 
14. Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the entire understanding and agreement 

between the parties hereto relating to the Services and supersedes any and all prior negotiations, 

discussions and agreement, whether written or oral, between the parties regarding same. 

Headings within the Agreement are for convenience only and do not define, limit or construe the 

contents of such sections. 

 

15. Force Majeure. In no event shall the Town be responsible or liable for any failure or delay 

in the performance of the Contractor and their obligations hereunder arising out of or caused by, 

directly or indirectly, forces beyond its control, including, without ]imitation, strikes, work 

stoppages, accidents, acts of war or terrorism, civil or military disturbances, nuclear or natural 

catastrophes or acts of God, and interruptions, loss or malfunctions of utilities, communications 

or computer (software and hardware) services; it being understood that the Town shall use 

reasonable efforts which are consistent with accepted practices in the banking industry to resume 

performance as soon as practicable under the circumstances and demand reimbursement in full 

from the Contractor. 
 

16. Amendment or Modification. This Agreement cannot be amended or modified except by 

another written document duly signed and executed by the Town and the Contractor. 

 
17. Waiver. Failure or delay on the part of the Town to exercise any right, remedy, power or 

privilege hereunder shall not operate as a waiver of any current or future default. Further, a 

waiver of one provision of this Agreement is not a waiver of all or future provisions of this 

Agreement. 

18. ADA, OSHA, E-Verify, Iran Divestment Act, and Equal Opportunity. The Contractor 

shall comply with the applicable provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA), the 

State of North Carolina Occupational/Safety and Health Act (OSHA), Verification of Work 

Authorization requirements under Article 2 of Chapter 64 of the North Carolina General Statutes 

(E-Verify), Iran Divestment Act Certification Required by N.C.G.S. 

143C-6A-5(a) and the State and Federal Equal Opportunity Statutes, as well as all rules and 

regulations promulgated thereunder. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their duly authorized 

representatives on the day and the year first above written. 

 

ATTEST:      TOWN OF KNIGHTDALE: 
 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

______________________________________  _________________________________ 

Heather Smith, Town Clerk    William Summers, Town Manager  

 

____________ COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
 

I certify that the following person(s) personally appeared before me this day, each 

acknowledging to me that he or she signed the 

foregoing document: 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Date: ________ ____, 20____ 

___________________________________ 

[Notary's signature as name appears on seal] 

 

_____________________________,Notary 
Public 

[Notary's printed name as name appears on seal] 

My commission expires: ____________ _______, 

20____ 

 

[Affix Official Seal in Space Above] 

 

 

 

 
This instrument has been pre-audited 

in the manner required by the Local 

Government and Fiscal Control Act. 

This the ____ day of _________, 20___. 
 
_________________________________ 
Finance Officer 
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     TRIANGLE ENTREPRENEURIAL LEADERSHIP, LLC: 
 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Ryan Ray, Owner  

 

 

____________ COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
 

I certify that the following person(s) personally appeared before me this day, each 

acknowledging to me that he or she signed the 

foregoing document: 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Date: ________ ____, 20____ 

___________________________________ 

[Notary's signature as name appears on seal] 

 

_____________________________,Notary 

Public 

[Notary's printed name as name appears on seal] 

My commission expires: ____________ _______, 

20____ 

 

[Affix Official Seal in Space Above] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit A 

Scope of Services 

1. Partner with the Knightdale Chamber of Commerce: 

 Provide professional consulting services in the administration of the Chamber 

 Facilitate a legal review of the bylaws (under the direction of the Town 

Attorney) 

 Develop a strategic plan and associated annual performance metrics 

 Create a resource guide for new business and start-ups 

 Assist Chamber in creating sustainable business model 

 Assist Chamber in reestablishing the Annual Dinner and Awards Event 

 

2. Serve as Program Manager for 2023 Launch Knightdale Program 

 Responsible for oversight and execution of 2023 program to include planning 

and coordination of all sessions, purchase of all supplies, materials, food/ 

beverages and any other items needed to continue success of program  

 

3. Assist the Town of Knightdale and Chamber of Commerce in the delivery of the 2023 

Business Expo 

   

4. Explore feasibility of creating a business incubator program for the Town of Knightdale 

 

5. Assist the Town of Knightdale in the establishment / facilitate delivery of a Business 

Relations Advisory Board 
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